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Intro to NDNP
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
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What is NDNP?

• NDNP
• Partnership

• National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH)

• Library of Congress (LC)
• State partner organizations

• Develop searchable database of 
U.S. newspapers 

• Funded by the NEH NDNP 
awards

• Permanently maintained at LC

https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/
http://www.neh.gov/
http://www.neh.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/awards/


NATIONAL DIGITAL NEWSPAPER PROGRAM 4

What is the Directory of U.S. Newspapers in American 
Libraries?
• Directory
• Collection of catalog and 

holdings records
• Contributors across the 

U.S.
• Held at U.S. cultural 

heritage institutions

https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/about-this-collection/
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What is Chronicling America?

• Chronicling America
• Free, publicly accessible 

database of newspapers
• 1770-1963
• +21 million pages 
• 3,960 newspaper titles
• 50 states, DC, PR, VI

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
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http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

Chronicling America: States

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

Chronicling America: Dates (1770-1963)

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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Ethnic Press Newspapers

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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Chronicling America: Digitization 

• Content primarily digitized from 
microfilm

• Some digitization from print and 
other copies

• Primarily grayscale
• Digitization package

• Images
• OCR
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Chronicling America: Optical Character Recognition 

• OCR – Optical Character Recognition
• What a machine “reads” when looking at the page
• What you’re searching

Image OCR
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Chronicling America Users

• Interface users
• Students/teachers
• Genealogists
• Historians
• Cultural heritage insts
• Many other 

researchers
• Data users

• Bulk data via API
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Migration
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
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Searching Chronicling America
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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Searching Chronicling America
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/
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Basic Search
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Advanced Search
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Proximity Search
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Facets
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Facets
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Facets
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Facets
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All Digitized Titles
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Map View
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Title Record
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Calendar View
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Title Essay
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Citations



NATIONAL DIGITAL NEWSPAPER PROGRAM 28

Clipping Tool
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Clipping Tool
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Tips for Using Chronicling America
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
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Genealogy Tips for Newspapers
• Important dates and locations – birth, marriage, death
• Limit searches to the time and place a person would likely live

• Particularly for common last names
• Modern day newspapers different than older newspapers. 

• Death notices/obituaries aren’t always in a separate section
• Why would this person be in a newspaper?

• Sensational accident or crime
• Scandal or gossip
• Involved in politics or community organization
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Genealogy Tips for Newspapers
• Local notices column
• Name variations

• Initials
• Mr/Mrs/Miss/Messrs
• Titles – Dr. and Judge, Capt., Col, Lt., 

Master, Sheriff, Mayor,  Rev., etc. 
• Married women referred to by husband’s 

name
• First name of children not mentioned at all

• Check for common misspellings
• Check the site every other year or so for new 

results
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Teaching with Primary Sources Tips
• “First draft of history”
• Good reading level for students
• Designed for a general audience
• Good for finding the local spin on national news

• how did your area experience WW1? 
• Multiple perspectives on a single event
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Teaching with Primary Sources Tips
• Historic vocabulary

• Current terms vs. older terms
• women's rights vs. suffrage.

• Modern vs. historic spellings
• airplane vs. aeroplane
• bicycle vs. velocipede

• Offensive language

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030193/1916-10-27/ed-1/seq-4/
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Teaching with Primary Sources: Topics Pages
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics
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Teaching with Primary Sources: Newspaper Title Essays
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General Tips for Newspapers

• Newspaper articles came from a particular time and space in history
• Consider what was happening during that time and if any of that could relate to 

the newspaper article, potential bias, or how people/events were portrayed.
• Check for newspapers written for and by various ethnic or labor groups involved 

in the stories being covered. 

Establish context

• After in-the-moment events happen, more information becomes available
• Seek articles from different Newspaper Titles/Publishers

Read articles that ran 
several days after the event 

happened

• Most newspapers in Chronicling America have a title essay.
• Essay provides valuable context into the publisher and audience for the 

newspaper. 

Check the newspaper’s title 
essay
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NDNP Extras
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/

https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/
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Resources
• Migration website
• About the Chronicling America Collection
• Chronicling America Research Guide
• Directory of U.S. Newspapers in American Libraries Research 

Guide
• Classroom Materials (Lesson Plans, Primary Source Sets, etc.) 

Teaching with Primary Sources Blog
• Teaching with the LC Twitter Account: @TeachingLC
• NEH Race and Ethnicity Keyword Thesaurus for Chronicling 

America

https://loc.gov/ndnp/migration/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america/
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://guides.loc.gov/directory-of-us-newspapers/introduction
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/classroom-materials/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
https://www.neh.gov/blog/race-and-ethnicity-keyword-thesaurus-chronicling-america-new-tool-edsitement
https://www.neh.gov/blog/race-and-ethnicity-keyword-thesaurus-chronicling-america-new-tool-edsitement
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Connect with Us!
• National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
• Subscribe to RSS for event and program updates
• Ask a Librarian (Research Questions): 

• https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/  
Follow Chronicling America on Twitter @ChronAmLOC
Technical Questions: ndnptech@loc.gov  

https://www.loc.gov/ndnp
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USLOC/subscriber/new?topic_id=USLOC_36
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
mailto:ndnptech@loc.gov
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Thanks! 

Robin Pike
NDNP Coordinator, Library of Congress

Questions?
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