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Webinar Tips

Use the Q&A panel to ask 
questions.

This presentation will be 
recorded and available for 
viewing afterwards in the 

Library's Event Videos collection.

loc.gov/collections/event-videos/

https://www.loc.gov/collections/event-videos/
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Historical Newspapers
What are they and how do you find them?
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What are Historical Newspapers?
“Historical” Newspapers are newspapers published 
between the 17th to mid-20th century. Known as "first 
draft" of U.S. history as recorded in the press.

• May reflect the language and attitudes of their time.
• May contain biased, offensive, and outdated words 

and images that may be hurtful to particular groups 
or people.

Imperial Valley press. (El Centro, Calif.), 01 Dec. 1919. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn92070146/1919-12-01/ed-1/seq-53/>

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn92070146/1919-12-01/ed-1/seq-53/
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From Print to Microfilm to Digitization
Historical newspapers were first printed on paper and then preserved as microfilm. 
Now microfilm are being digitized.  

A growing amount of historical newspapers are digitized and can be found available online, free 
of access while others are available through subscription databases.

Digitization is an important preservation measure and it improves discoverability of newspaper 
content: digitized newspapers are typically word-searchable, while microfilm is not (it must be 
examined page by page). 

Print Microfilm Digitization
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Chronicling America (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov)

• Searchable digital collection of Historical 
American newspaper pages produced under the 
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP).

• The National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP) 
is a joint partnership between the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the 
Library of Congress (2005-Present).

• Provides free and open-use access to millions of 
newspapers published through 1963.

• Chronicling America does not have every U.S. 
newspaper ever published, but there are 
newspapers from every state and territory, 
including three thousand newspaper titles and 
millions of pages.

For a list of NDNP State Awardees, see: https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/awards/ 
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National History Day
Frontiers in History: People, Places, Ideas



Serial and Government Publications

Frontiers in History: People, Places, and Ideas

Frontiers

• Border
• Region that forms the margin of settled or 

developed territory
• Limit of knowledge of the most advance 

achievement in a particular field
• Pioneers
• The most advanced or recent ideas about 

something

Main 
Word

• Definition(s)
• Related Term(s)

Early American Settlements
Wild West
Territories

Innovators in fields such as medicine,
technology, communication, science, space, 
etc.

Subcategory: People, Places, Ideas



Serial and Government Publications

Next Steps:

Narrow a Topic
• Define Interests
• Narrow General Ideas to Topics

Choose a Topic
• Fit the Theme
• Variety of Sources
• Historical Impact

Develop a Historical 
Argument or Thesis 
• Explain significance to the theme
• Roadmap for your project
• Make a disputable claim
• Arguments supported by historical 

evidence
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Topics in Chronicling America

Check our Research Guides for inspiration: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics
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Example (Alaska Gold Rush: Topics in Chronicling America)

Check our Research Guides for inspiration: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics

Timeline

Summary

Selected 
Articles

Search 
Strategies

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics
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Effectively Using Historical Newspapers 
in National History Day Research

Understanding Issues and How to Deal with Them
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Newspapers as a Primary or Secondary Source

Primary 
Sources

Created by people at the time of the event.

May provide conflicting perspectives, accounts or opinions.

Essential for understanding an event or time because they were created by people who experienced it. 

“Primary sources are the raw materials of history—original documents and objects which were created at the time 
under study.”

Secondary 
Sources

Created by someone who did not participate in the event. 

Secondary sources use primary sources by analyzing, critiquing, reporting, summarizing, interpreting, or 
restructuring information. For historical research, secondary sources are generally scholarly books and articles. 

A secondary source aims to help build the historical research from multiple perspectives and give historical 
research context.  

Secondary sources are documents from a time and place after the event that help historians analyze and draw 
conclusions. Secondary sources “retell, analyze, or interpret events, usually at a distance of time or place.”
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Analyze each Newspaper Article
 Before committing yourself to using an article, first analyze it and ask yourself:

Reliability

• Is the source of 
the newspaper 
article known 
and reliable, 
trustworthy, and 
accurate?

Relevance

• Is the newspaper 
article relevant to 
the topic?

Perspective

• Who’s 
perspective or 
opinion is 
present in the 
newspaper 
article?

Missing 
Perspective or 

Excluded Opinions

• Are there any 
missing 
perspectives or 
opinions?



Serial and Government Publications

Some Issues with Newspapers

• Words change over time and you may not find what you’re looking for if you don’t use the correct term.
• Current terms vs. terms used in the past may vary and yield different results ex. "women's rights" v. 

"suffrage").
• Different regions refer to events/names/places differently.

Historic Vocabulary:

• Most by-lines in historic newspaper articles are not present.

Difficulty in identifying the author and their perspective

• A topic or event spanning multiple days will require more research and analysis to ensure information was 
correct. Sometimes newspapers will post corrections to their articles, sometimes they won’t.

Articles written in-the-moment sometimes have incomplete information or statistics

• For example, newspapers written for and by various Ethnic or labor groups will focus on their audience and 
their concerns rather than opinions and news that do not represent or involve them.

Opinions by opposing groups may not be fully or accurately represented
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Tips and Suggestions in dealing with Newspapers

• Newspaper articles came from a particular time and space in history
• Consider what was happening during that time and if any of that could relate to 

the newspaper article, potential bias, or how people/events were portrayed.
Establish Context

• After in-the-moment events happen, more information becomes available
• Seek articles from different Newspaper Titles/Publishers

Read Articles that ran 
several days after the 

event happened

• Including secondary sources!
• This may help you validate and verify numbers, statistics, and dates

Use additional types of 
sources

• If it is digitized in Chronicling America, it will have a Newspaper Title Essay 
submitted by an NDNP State Awardee

Check the Newspaper’s 
Title Essay
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Title Essays
 Newspapers selected for digitization and inclusion in Chronicling America by NDNP partners 

are accompanied by “title essays” containing a summary description of the scope, content, 
and significance of the newspaper for each title selected for digitization.

 Title essays are especially helpful:
• Intended as starting points for additional research and understanding of the historical role of each newspaper 

title. 
• Can help identify any possible bias or perspective from the publisher.
• Can detail possibly change in ownership or even title changes due to Newspaper mergers or closures.
• Can put into historical context what was going on during the Newspaper Title’s publication period.

Example: The Sun 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/essays/1504/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/essays/1504/
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Title Essays
 Newspapers that have title essays are identified in the All Digitized Newspapers list where 

the “More Info” value is “Yes.”

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/
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Chronicling America
Searching Tips
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Basic Search

 Start your research with a few simple 
keywords to see how much you can find, 
and add more specific terms or filters later, 
to narrow your search results. 
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Basic Search- List of Results
The basic search returns all supported 
languages and the results listed first are 
most likely to be relevant to your search. 
Results will appear higher in the list 
when they contain:
 exact matches of your search terms;
 more of your search terms;
 repeated search terms;
 search terms that occur near each 

other.
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Basic Search-Article from The Kusko Times (Kusko, AK) 
 Search terms are highlighted. 
 Title of the newspaper appears at the 

top, along with the institution that 
provided the microfilm used to create 
the digital file. 

 Citation appears at the bottom of the 
page. 
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Basic Search - Don’t forget to save!  
 Don’t forget to save what you find–

download the PDF of the page or use 
the clipping tool to get a smaller 
section. Zoom in on the section you 
want, press the blue scissors symbol, 
and save an image of your clipping!
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Basic Search – Note on Language
 Because language changes, be sure 

to use search terms used at the time 
the materials were created, even if 
those terms are now obsolete. For 
example, the following historic terms 
will produce more results than their 
modern-day counterparts:

 filling station for gas, or service station 
 Afro American, colored man or 

women, or Negro for Black or African 
American

 suffrage for voting rights 



Serial and Government Publications

Basic Search - Don’t forget to cite!  
 And remember to always cite your 

sources. It gives credit to the source 
of your information. Under every 
newspaper in the database, there is 
an available citation. Copy, paste, and 
you’re done!
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Basic Search- About the 
Newspaper

Title essays are provided by NDNP 
award recipients and summarize 
the history, scope, and general 
content of the newspaper as 
concisely as possible. 
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Basic Search – Limiting by Year
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Advanced Search

 An advanced search in 
Chronicling America allows the 
researcher to limit results by 
state, by a particular 
newspaper, by a date range, or 
by the newspaper’s language. 
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Advanced Search- Proximity Search

 narrow the date range from a few 
days before her death to the end of 
the following month. Select the state 
of Colorado, where Brown lived at the 
end of her life, or expand to all titles. 

 enter keywords—in this case, her 
name, Clara Brown. She was also 
known as “Aunt Clara Brown” and 
“Angel of the Rockies.” 

 remember, common words such as 
and, not, and the are ignored by the 
search engine.

 the case of letters is ignored- simply 
type in, “clara brown.”
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Advanced Search- Clara Brown’s Obituary

The Kenosha telegraph. [volume] (Kenosha, Wis.), 13 Nov. 
1885. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85033123/1885-11-
13/ed-1/seq-1/>

Evening star. [volume] (Washington, D.C.), 07 Nov. 1885. Chronicling 
America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1885-11-07/ed-
1/seq-8/>

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85033123/1885-11-13/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1885-11-07/ed-1/seq-8/
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Advanced Search- Phrase Search

 Select the Advanced Search tab and 
enter your phrase in the appropriate 
"...with the phrase" search box.

 When searching for a phrase, enter 
the words in the order they are most 
likely to occur.

 The order of search words does not 
affect the scope of the search results, 
but it will affect the order of their 
display.

 Type “aunt clara brown” as a search 
phrase. 

Savannah courier. (Savannah, Tenn.), 07 Jan. 
1886. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 
Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89058248/1886-01-
07/ed-1/seq-1/>

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89058248/1886-01-07/ed-1/seq-1/
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Too Many Results –
Research basic dates of when someone 
lived in a place, or the dates of important 
milestones, can help you to narrow down 
your searches. 
Try using more specific terms and/or 
limiting to a specific state of publication or a 
particular newspaper title. 
Use the search box options in combination 
to narrow your results. 

Too Few Results –
Try alternate terms or broader subjects and 
relax any limiting criteria (date ranges, 
state limitations, etc.). 
If you need more help, you can find some 
useful information on the Help page. 

Searching Tips
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Additional Resources

• NEH Teacher’s Guide: Preparing for National History Day
• https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/preparing-national-history-day

• National History Day – Library of Congress Resources 
• https://www.nhd.org/library-congress-tps

• LOC Teachers: Getting Started with Primary Sources
• https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/

NEH/NHD/LOC

https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/preparing-national-history-day
https://www.nhd.org/library-congress-tps
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/
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Topics in Chronicling America Research Guides

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics
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Chronicling America Maps and Visualizations 
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/

https://arcg.is/09fWXK

Various maps and visualizations 
created using Chronicling America 
newspaper data to allow different 
ways of exploring the collection.

https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
https://arcg.is/09fWXK
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Chronicling America
Additional Resources

Other Digitized Newspapers 
Collections:

https://loc.gov/newspapers/collections

https://loc.gov/newspapers/collections
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Subscribe for regular updates!

Headlines and Heroes Blog
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/

Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers 

Recent Additions to Chronicling America: 
Historic American Newspapers

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
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Follow @ChronAmLOC on Twitter

https://twitter.com/ChronAmLOC
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Thank you for attending today’s session!

Send additional questions to
Ask-a-Librarian

https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals

Chronicling America: Historical 
Newspapers for National History Day

The Library of Congress's mission is to engage, inspire, and inform Congress and the 
American people with a universal and enduring source of knowledge and creativity. 

https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
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