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Cataloger’s Editor
● New project at Network Development and 

MARC Standards Office
● Refactoring of the Bibframe Editor 
● A look at the process and some directions 

for this project



BFE / Ecosystem

BF DB

Voyager

BFE

Profile
Editor

id.loc.gov

These systems support the Bibframe 
Pilot at Library of Congress
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The BFE is the tool used to edit/create 
bibframe records



Existing Editor Existing editor at http://bibframe.org/

● Current editor has been in use 
and evolving for the last few 
years.

● Created by Kevin Ford.
● Maintained and updated by Kirk 

Hess & Jodi Williamschen.
● Been a good platform for the 

pilot developing the editor and 
profiles.

Pilot Requirement

Feature Development

( for a history and background on the BFE see Kevin’s talk at LD4P 
Boston: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uilZi_NZyw )

http://bibframe.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uilZi_NZyw


Why Refactor

● BF2MARC opens up workflow 
possibilities.

● Opportunity to make a tool 
focused on creating Bibframe 
records specifically.

● Expanded number of pilot 
participants.

● Focus on the user experience of 
creating a Bibframe record.



Process

● We know we can do the tech part. 
So primary focus is on the user 
interface and experience.

● NDMSO contracted SAMHÆNG 
to do the UX consulting and 
design process first before 
developing anything.

● Consultants met with LC 
catalogers over several months 
discussing the existing BFE and a 
new design.

● LC Cataloger driven process.

● Benjamin Barba 
● Cammeron Girvin 
● Jacqueline Brellenthin 
● Jami Judge Almeida 
● Jessica Zieman 
● Julia Wisniewski 
● Karen Hill 
● Muzhgan Nazarova 
● Roger Kohn 
● Tak-Yee Wong 
● Thomas Rodgers 

LC’s Focus Group Members

SAMHÆNG Consultants
● Filip Jakobsen
● David García Sánchez



Process - Deliverables

● High fidelity 
wireframes.

● Component style 
guides.

● New feature 
suggestions.



Process - Design Goals

● Flattened / 
unnested display

● Clear data display

● Friendly navigation 
(keyboard) 



● Build proof-of-concept to test UI assumptions and how they 
work with current profiles.

● Evaluate next steps for building out the editor. 

Process - Current Step



● Original BFE was a Jquery client with NodeJS backend. In memory/ json file 
data store backend.

● Updating the tech but trying not to make it too complicated, RDF is 
complicated enough. Choices matter and impact resources needed to 
maintain and upgrade.

● This proof-of-concept is using Vue.js for the frontend and will use NodeJS 
and a document store DB for the backend (hopefully in a docker container).

Process - Technology 



Demo
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Matt Miller
mattmiller@loc.gov

@thisismmiller


